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Stairways and landings are required to be 

a minimum of 36” in width. Handrails  are 

required on at least one side of stairways 

with four or more risers, and continuous 

for the full length of the flight. 

 

All landings are to be sloped 

a maximum of 1/4” per foot 

Minimum width of landing equal 

to  width of door. 
Stairways and Handrails 

NOTE: Winding, circular or spiral stairways have special requirements not covered in this handout. 

Minimum of 36” in 

the direction of travel 

There shall be a landing or floor on each side of each exterior door.  Landings or finished floors at 

the required egress door shall not be more than 1 1/2 inches lower than the top of the threshold. 

See exceptions for exterior landings where the door does not swing over the landing/floor and for 

exterior  non egress doors with not more than two risers. Figures R111.3.1 and R311.3.2 
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